TEN WEEKS OF WAR
an address broadcast
November 12, 1939
November 8.    Reported attempt on the life of Herr Hitler in the
Biirgerbrau cellar at Munich.
November to. Finland and Russia reach a deadlock.
[November 12, 1939.
I
 THOUGHT it would be a good thing for me to tell you now
how well the war has turned for the Allies during the first ten
weeks.    It is quite plain that the power of the British Empire and
the French Republic to restore and revive the life of the Polish,
Czech and Slovak peoples, as well as to do a few other things which
I will mention later, has been growing every day.   Peaceful parlia-
mentary countries, which aim at freedom for the individual and
abundance for the mass, start with a heavy handicap against a
dictatorship whose sole theme has been war, the preparation for
war, and the grinding up of everything and everybody into its
military machine.  In our Island particularly we are very easy going
in time of peace.    We should like to share the blessings of peace
with every nation ; and to go on enjoying them ourselves.    It is
only after many vain attempts to remain at peace that we have
been at last forced to go to war.    We tried again and again to
prevent this war, and for the sake of peace we put up with a lot of
things happening which ought not to have happened.   But now we
are at war, and we are going to make war, and persevere in making
war, until the other side have had enough of it. We are going to
persevere as far as we can to the best of our ability; which is not
small and is always growing.
You know I have not always agreed with Mr. Chamberlain;
though we have always been personal friends. But he is a man of
very tough fibre, and I can tell you that he is going to fight as
obstinately for victory as he did for peace. You may take it
absolutely for certain that either all that Britain and France stand
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